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RECAP: Last week in v. 5, Paul makes clear that there is a precedent upon which we appear towards “outsiders.” He wants us to be a people that model Christ well, that glorify Him with how we appear and act towards pagans, outsiders, and those looking on.

“[Let] your word always [be] with grace,”
· We have to speak with grace when we speak about the Gospel. We cannot have a lack of kindness, humility, or empathy when understanding the Gospel, and sharing it with the world.
· Eph. 4:25-32; our gracious words must “grace” the one listening. This is the most basic definition of “gracious” speech.
· This hardly means we don’t speak hard, convicting, even painful or unwanted truths. It doesn’t mean that we don’t speak with conviction or passion. But it does mean that whatever we say needs to benefit the unbeliever.

“having been seasoned with salt,”
· The words in Greek are literally to “season, prepare, cook” with “salt,” which was even more useful in those days for more than just taste.
· This Greek word is used 3 times in the NT; here, and twice in the Gospels in Christ’s statement, “Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again?”
· Thus in this metaphor, if we assume your words are the “meat,” so to speak, adding “salt” to them not only improves the taste and the flavor, but also how long they last. 

[bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_3]“to know how it is correct to answer each person.”
· Finally, Paul gives us one more point that we need to bear in mind in our conversations. We need to have answers. We need to have replies. 
· 1st Pet. 3:14-16; Peter here says: Have a defense ready! Be prepared with answers or replies! The word “prepare” means a more premeditated idea; you thought about this beforehand.
· Peter also says, “do it with gentleness/respect.” You don’t do it arrogantly, or angrily, or self-righteously.
· Both Paul and Peter understand that speaking the Gospel requires meaningful dialogue.
·  Let us be a people that study both the Word of God and the world so that we know what we need to know! 
· You’re not going to argue anyone into salvation. Nor do we all have to become creation scientists or moral philosophers. But it does mean we need to preach the Gospel, and when we do, we need to be ready for when the objections come.

· CONCLUSION: 
· 1) We need to show grace and humility when discussing faith, Christ, and the Gospel with the rest of the world. Gentleness and respect have to be even in the hardest truths.
2) We need to always have an answer. We don’t have to know everything; but we need to be equipped and ready to defend the Gospel and reply to our enemies if need be. 
