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Colossians 4:2-3

RECAP: Last week we finished a major section that we’ve been doing, Col. 3:18-4:1, these practical applications and relationships. Now we’re looking at the closing thoughts of the book. Paul lays out some last admonitions to believers, and offers some final principles before closing the letter. 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer,”
· The Greek word προσκαρτερέω, a compound word that means “continuing, maintaining with strength.” Its something you are exerting effort to maintain or “keep afloat.”
· Paul is informing us of two things: 1) He expects that we are already doing it. Also 2) It requires effort, and we are to exert that effort to maintain a prayer-life.
· James 5:13-16, the presumption here is that a righteous man makes righteous prayers, and as a result, God gives good things to His children. (Matt. 7:11) 
· Nehemiah 1:4-6; Note the urgent, begging, and repentant tone of Nehemiah’s prayer! It is absolutely good and right to pray urgent prayers!
· Psalm 69:22-27; David makes it clear that it is absolutely justified to pray for the downfall, destruction, and total failure of evil things and evil people!
· James 5:17-18; God hears the prayers of his children when they request from him in righteousness, humility, and repentance. 
· Paul says here in Colossians, this has to be a continuous aspect of our lives. “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing." - Martin Luther 

“being watchful in it,”
· This Greek word is derived from ἐγείρω, which means “to keep watch, be awake, stay vigilant,” a word that was used to describe a town guard, or someone in charge of security.
· John Gill understands that we, as human beings, tend to pray, but sometimes, pray without being “watchful,” that is, we lose focus, we become distracted, we stop caring, we aren’t realizing what we are saying. 
· Eph. 6:16-18; Paul again says here, “to that end,” the end being that we pray at all times in the Spirit, per v.17! So here again is the idea that we persevere and “keep alert” in prayers.

“with thanksgiving.”
· This Greek word, εὐχαριστία, is where we get the word “eucharist” from. Just as part of the Lord’s Supper is being thankful to God for His provision, we are thankful to God in prayer.
· John MacArthur states, “If you could lose your salvation, you would!” Thank God that He won’t ever let you be in charge of your salvation! That’s how thankful we should be!  


Conclusion: Pray more often. Pray with watchfulness on yourself. Pray with thankfulness to God, remembering that after all you’ve done, He is still listening to your prayers. 

