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RECAP: Last week,  we discussed the absolute necessity of prayer. In v.2, what is paramount in Paul’s mind is us being a people consistently and continually praying. Prayer is critical to our life as believers. 

· Last week, that statement is more of a general overview of prayer, an overall, generalized call to be praying, period, whereas in v.3-4, Paul lays out a specific request in prayer. 

[bookmark: __DdeLink__9_41226191571]“At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word,”
· This is a passage about two things: An example of a Gospel-centered life, and an example of how to share the Gospel. Let’s look at this in a little more detail. 
· The Gospel-Centered Life: This passage is an exhortation about living to be so Gospel-centered and so Gospel-driven that it defines you. Paul lives this way. Phil. 1:12-14
· Note: This is not a call for everyone to be Paul. God obviously tasked Paul with a specific role in the church as an Apostle. We don’t have the gifts or calling of Paul.
· But we are called to follow in his example, in 1st. Cor. 11:1.
· The Gospel: Realize why this is so critical to Paul. All the evil and wrong he has cropped up against God and against His Son is just wiped away, thanks to the sacrifice of Christ!
· One only has to glance down the list of the most basic standards of righteousness, the Ten Commandments, and know how sinful we are.
· And Christ forgives us for that. Christ’s blood pays for our sins. Christ’s love for us is greater than even the most evil and hateful desire or thought you’ve ever had.
· This is the example of Paul, that we would be people who take this to heart and realize the powerful need we have, as saved believers, to study and mediate on the Gospel.
· But this passage is not just about proclaiming the Gospel, or about it’s importance in our lives. This passage is also about us adding to our prayers in this regard.

“that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ,”
· If there is any human contact, Paul has a “door.” Let us also be a people who pray for opportunities! Praying for God to give us Gospel opportunities is a prayer we should pray!

[bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_3]“that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.”
· Paul isn’t just concerned with being Gospel-motivated, and not just for having opportunities. He’s also concerned with his method.
· The Greek word for “clear” is φανερῶς, which essentially means “to make clear, plain, immediate.” This means to make something plain, simple and understandable. Acts 17:22-31.

· Summary: We need to be praying to be Gospel-driven people, to have opportunities to share it, to speak it clearly and well. Matt. 28:19-20.
Conclusion: So let us be a people that pray for God to use us, to give us opportunities to preach the Gospel, to live motivated by those simple truths, and to preach it clearly, simply, and directly. We need His help to do it, thus we must pray for it. 
