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RECAP: Last week we looked at v. 3-4,  where Paul exhorts us in these final passages to be a people praying for the spreading of the Gospel. He specifically asks the Colossians to pray this way for him. 

“Walk in wisdom,”
· This Greek word, “peri-pateo,” meaning literally “to walk about/towards a goal,” is a simple Greek word that means transportation. This was before cars, horses, or trains!
· To pursue our sanctification is to continue exerting this steady, continual grind towards the end goal, which is glorifying Christ. You’re not going to get there tomorrow, or even next week. But you will eventually get there.
· It’s important that we understand the definition of “wisdom,” specifically godly “wisdom.” In summary; godly, biblical wisdom is the “ability to live life skillfully/eternally.” Wisdom means you don’t live foolishly, wasting time, effort, and resources on temporal, non-important things. 
· So we are to “walk in wisdom.” The believer’s life is one that is supposed to be one characterized by this “walking wisely.”
“toward outsiders,”
· How does one apply the concept of living eternally, living skillfully and not foolishly, towards outsiders? Towards those outside the church? 
· We need to live in such a way that the outside world, the pagan and unbelieving people around us, see us and see the glory we give God in our lives. We need to be a people that live for the glory of God, purposefully, so that those around us might see that. 
· There is one great example of such a passage, 1st Cor. 11:2-7, 13-15. 
·  Paul is not telling them how long their hair has to be or when they can cover their heads or not. He is telling them, you can’t appear as dishonorable or disgraceful in the public eye, and do that for God’s glory. 
· You may have the Christian freedom to do certain things, but if you’re in a context publicly where outsiders are there, and something is considered dishonorable, disgraceful, etc., and it is not required of our Christian faith, then don’t do it! Be a good ambassador for Christ.
[bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_3]“making the best use of the time.”
· Our use of time here matters. It matters because you only get so many years to be among unsaved souls that need Christ, before eternity is before you and them. Eph. 5:15-16.
· Note: If being obedient to Christ means we stand against the world (and it will) then so be it. But in as much as we can, let us seek to be honorable, respectable people, not to make the world happy, but because we only have so much time to witness to these people. 

Conclusion: Seek to be wise and honorable ambassadors for Christ. Don’t give up biblical truth to make society or evangelical cultures happy; but do think critically about how your Christian witness appears before worldly men. 
