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RECAP:  For the past weeks, we’ve been looking at these instructions and principles that are given to slaves from the book of Colossians, and now masters. And now in chapter 4, Paul is ending the letter.

Slavery Note: Contrary to popular belief, the Bible does not openly condemn slavery. The Bible does speak about the actual treatment and manner of slavery a great deal, but nowhere is there a blanket statement, that it condemns the practice. Exodus 21.

“Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly,”
· More Scripture is stated about how slaves are to act and function, then masters. This particular passage, Eph. 6:9, and Philemon are the only passages that address the conduct of masters, but four passages talk to slaves and their behavior. Eph. 6:5, here, 1st Tim. 6:1, and Titus 2:9.
· “Masters,” (kureos,) The same word used to describe the “Lord” Christ in 3:24b. This word very simply is a noun that means “master, boss, overlord, lord,” etc. Someone in charge.
· “treat your slaves,” Is better rendered, “show your slaves, present to them.” The Greek word here is παρέχω, and it has an idea to it of presenting, demonstrating, or showing.
· “fairly,” This word is the Greek word “dikaios,” which is the almost universal GNT word for “righteousness.” 9 times out of 10 you see “righteousness” in the NT, it is this word. 
· “and justly,” This second adverb continues this idea, be adding “justice” to the mix. The Greek word here is ἰσότης, or meaning “justice, equity, equality.”
· There must be justice when dealing with bondservants, not showing favoritism, not being better to one than another, just as you would expect of any believer in Christ.
[bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_1]“knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.”
· So Paul lays out the manner, how it must be done, and then, lays out the reason. Because ultimately, slaves and masters are irrelevant, as all men will eventually serve One great Master. 
· The word for “Master” is the same word used in the beginning of v.1, the word “kureo,” “lord, master, boss, etc.” The usage of it again is very much the same as earlier,  as Paul is making a point that if a master chooses to act unwisely, unkindly, etc., he is someone living in sin. 
· Spiritual “slaves:” We understand this because we are all called “slaves” in some regard throughout the New Testament. There is no ultimate “freedom,” or “liberty,” in the spiritual sense for the believer. We are bought by the blood of Christ (2nd Pet. 2:1). We belong to Him.
But why do we care? Because all of us, either now or in the future, will be in some type of position where people will obey you or submit to you. 
· Supporting Scripture: Eph. 6:9,  Philemon, 10-16.

Concluding Thoughts: As people who are in positions of authority over other human beings, we have to remember, our power is only a representation of our Master, whom we will all answer to. When we lead our families, or our co-workers, remember, we are called to lead in the way that Christ leads. 
