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RECAP: So far we’ve looked at the final people in Colossians, particularly Tychicus and Epaphras. The body of Christ was designed by God to function and sustain one another together.

“that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God.”
·  “Will of God.” The Greek here is the word “thelama,” which essentially means God’s sovereign, all-wise will.
·  We believe firmly that God is sovereign. God is the one who predestines and determines the fate of every human being on this planet. This is obviously different than simply the pleasure or desire of God.
· “fully assured.” This particular Greek word means “to make totally and completely full,” or “make complete entirely.” It’s almost overly hyperbole of completion. 
· One of the biggest comforts of reformed theology is this. You don’t have to be afraid or be worried about literally anything. There is no reason for it. God is sovereign and in control. 
· To be “fully assured” of the will of God is to realize it’s totality. To realize God is your King and has give you your purpose, your work, your very gift and calling.
· Epaphras prays for this as an example of maturity. We too should seek this maturity; to be mature in our understanding and trusting the will of God, to realize how vast it is. Hab. 3:17-18.

“Luke the beloved physician greets you, as does Demas. Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea.”
· Clearly this is Luke the Greek physician. Luke’s detailed accounts are characteristic of a practiced physician, and something we benefit from massively in the NT. 
· [bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_1][bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_]Paul mentions not only should they have their letter sent to Laodicea for reading, but also, there is another one of Paul’s letter that we don’t have: The Letter to Laodicea.

[bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_2]“I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.”
· Paul does not bring up his imprisonment to garner some kind of sympathy, but instead to remind them of what it means to be a Christian. It means that it may cost you something.

FINAL OVERVIEW:
Chapter 1: Paul states that he is thankful they get the basic Gospel truths, but they must press onward.
Chapter 2: Paul exhorts the believers here to mature, putting aside false doctrines and immaturity.
Chapter 3: Paul then urges true maturity, pursuing godliness, the growth of the body,  and Christ.
Chapter 4: Paul then calls us as a whole body, to be aware and prayerful when it comes to the lost. 

CONCLUSION: 
1. This letter makes it clear we need to seek being mature believers in Christ. 
2. This letter reminds us how the body of Christ functions.
