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Matt. 1:20-21

RECAP:   Last week, we looked at Mary and Joseph’s character and part to play in the revelation of Christ. Critical to the coming of Christ is realizing that God chose humble, lowly, faithful servants, like Joseph and Mary, to be His instruments in the greatest event of history.


BACKGROUND: Luke’s account: Luke 2:1-7.


EXEGESIS:
v. 20 “But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”
· All of this background information is given to us so that we can understand two things: A) Christ’s coming is miraculous, and divine. Miracles were involved. B) The communication is the first time Jesus Christ is openly proclaimed as the Messiah, King, and Savior.
· First, the address. This was used to get his attention, and make it clear to Joseph what was going on; dreams don’t typically “address” you and further identify you by household.
· Second, the command. Joseph is also making a sacrifice by taking Mary as his wife, thus there was naturally a “fear” surrounding Joseph’s hesitation.
· Third, the reason. She is going to have a male child, a son, and His name is going to be Jesus. Here are the first two distinct aspects of Christ. He is male, and His name is “Savior.”
· He is here “to save His people.” Obviously Christ does many things; He rules over His church, all of Creation, etc., but His most immediate purpose is “to save His people.” He is firstly, and foremostly, to the people of God, a Savior. Ps. 130:7-8.

v. 21 “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
· Ultimately, this is a Gospel text. We need to be a people that take this from this text: Jesus was sent for the express purpose of saving you from your sin. 
·  For thousands and thousands of years, people have looked forward in hope, faithfully trusting that God was going to send the Redeemer and the Savior, the Messiah, who will save the spiritual Israel and all the believers in Christ. 
· The Jewish people also understood their need to be forgiven from their sin. Jer. 31:34. 
· Then Matthew cites Is. 7:13-14, more on this next week.


CONCLUSION:
· Realize what a joyous statement this is! Here is the Gospel, the Savior from your sins, spelled out clear as day! There’s no prophetic interpretation, no using parabolic language, no using vague analogies or metaphors. The Savior from your sins is here.
