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James 4:1-10
THESIS: There are three major points in this passage: The nature of requests made to God in prayer, and how they are to be done, The nature of the world vs. God in the requests we make, and the nature of repentance from the world.
V. 1-2
· This Greek word for “passions” is “ἡδονή,” (hae-don-nae) where we get “hedonist” from. It’s used 5 times in the GNT;  “Lust, unlawful desires” is a better translation.
· Matthew Henry: “It is therefore the right method for the cure of contention to lay the axe to the root, and mortify those lusts that war in the members of our flesh.”
· Let us not make the mistake of believing we shouldn’t ask for our desires and our requests to God. He calls us to! Matt 7:7-10, Matt. 21:20-22, Luke 18:1-8, John 14:13-14, John 16:24, among others.
V. 3
· Clearly just because you ask doesn’t mean God will grant your request. He calls us to ask, He doesn’t necessarily promise to grant anything whatsoever. 
· James understands rightly: Sinful and selfish requests are still sinful! If it is simply to spend on your own selfish, unlawful lusts or desires, not happening!
· A.T. Robertson: “This Greek verb comes from δαπανη, which means to squander (Lu 15:14). God does not hear prayers like this.”
V. 4-5
· 1st John 2:16 makes clear, the world is that which is hedonistic, materialistic, and humanistic. Worldliness is much less about the “stuff” or the appearance, as much as about your heart.
· Do you live for bodily desires? Or your material stuff? Or your own pride/accomplishments? That’s worldliness. The “stuff” in and of itself can either play into that or not. 
· John Gill: “She is an adulteress that loves not her husband, but places her love upon another man; so such men and women are adulterers and adulteresses, who, instead of loving God, whom they ought to love with all their hearts and souls, set their affections upon the world.”
V. 6-10
· This last paragraph is a picture of repentance. James has told them to stop being selfish, and stop fighting with one another over foolish desires and prideful wants. Now here he tells them what repentance looks like.
· Repentance requires humility. It requires letting go of pride, of selfishness. You are not the most important. You are not the center of you.
· Repentance requires rejection of sin. It means “resisting the devil,” and “cleaning your hands.” Repentance by definition demands you stop doing the thing you are repenting of!
· Repentance requires sorrow. When you realize you’ve sinned against God, it should cause a reaction of sadness, because your God who died for you was betrayed by your selfishness!

CONCLUSION: We need to ask our requests of God, with true searching of the heart. When we inevitably lose sight of God for the world, and sin: Repent and return to Him. Ask for your desires. But also be devoted to God, not the world. This should rule your requesting. 
