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Hebrews 8:1-13

Thesis: Only Christ can mediate between us and God, outside of human wisdom and ability. 

v. 1-2;
· Christ alone can intercede for you, and also that God has placed Him with all position and authority to do so. 
· The idea of having a perfect, God-Priest was completely new to this world, but also a massive comfort! Thus Christ, is both sacrifice and priest of the sacrifice.
· Note: “Christ sat down.” Those words are massive. Christ rested from His work. Christ completed all the sacrificing necessary, and was the first priest to stop, and rest.
· Note: Christ specifically is seated and placed in the “true holy place,” which is titled as the “tent” that God built. And that is contrasted with tents that men build. Luke 9:28-36.

v. 3-4;
· These verses are largely explanatory in nature. They tell us some basic truths about what it means to be a priest. A priest mediates by making it “good” between you and God via sacrifice. 
· So of course the Jewish question arises: What then is Christ’s offering? But the problem is that they are still thinking about earthly priests. They are still thinking that if Christ is to mediate on their behalf, all the correct boxes need to be checked. 

v. 5-7;
·  The writer is using a lot of logic on this audience. And his next point is this: Christ’s covenant, is far better than the Mosiac Law. Why? Because the promises are better!
· There had to be a new, better covenant because the old one was flawed. God deliberately put in place a covenant that could not ultimately save anyone, in order to show His grace. 
· Then finally, the writer shows us; this was not God fixing a mistake, this was the plan from the beginning. Jer. 31:31.

v. 8-13;
· The new Covenant is written on hearts, not laws. The new covenant deals with the real issue: the hearts of men, not how hard can they strive for righteousness. 
· The new Covenant renders the old one obsolete. There is no need for animal blood or continual evaluation of yourself in light of hundreds of laws. That stress and striving is over.

Conclusion:
· Let us realize that our sacrifice, and our mediator, has to be Christ. There is no human being holy enough or good enough to offer anything to God on your behalf. 
· We now belong to a newer, better covenant. There is no need to rely on Mosiac Laws for righteousness. Their purpose, pointing towards Christ, is shown here. 

