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Matt. 1:22-23 (Is. 7-8)

RECAP:  We’re in this paragraph, in which Matthew records the birth of Christ and the setting. Then we looked at Mary and Joseph, servants that submitted to the will of God in their various situations, and last week, we looked briefly at the proclamation of the Gospel through Joseph’s dream. 

INTRO: 2nd Kings 16:1-9.
· Summary: King Ahaz was not a great king, and has a problem. Both Northern Israel and Syria will invade him soon to stem off an even greater threat, Assyria. 
OT EXEGESIS: Isaiah 7:1-8:9.
· Then we look at the wording of this prophesy. Isn’t it somewhat strange? What are the curds and honey? And kingdoms burned down before he is old enough to have a conscience? 
· Because this prophesy isn’t about Christ in it’s immediate context. There are some things here that don’t apply to Christ immediately, and we’ll see that in chapter 8.
· This prophesy is not immediately about Christ, but about Mahar-Shalal-Hash-Baz. Chapter 8 affirms this, as we see Isaiah’s prophesy with a new child, and the conquering Assyrians.
PROBLEMS:
· Virgin birth? This Hebrew word for “virgin” does not necessarily mean virgin. It does in the GNT, but not here. This word, “al-ma,” means, “a girl, damsel, young woman, teenage woman,”
· Curds and Honey? To understand this one, let’s look at the rest of chapter Is. 7:18-23; 
· This is the state of Judah. This boy will live poorly, because the Assyrians will consume everything. He will have to live on curds and honey to survive, as a young child.
· Miraculous? It doesn’t seem too miraculous that Isaiah would predict a son. But pregnancy is not guaranteed, so it is still miraculous, and more so, the coming of Assyria on schedule after.
CONCLUSION:
· Conclusion: So this prophesy, in it’s immediate context, was not of Christ, but about Mahar-shalal-hash-baz! So why is Matthew citing it as proof of Christ in Matthew 1?
· There is a dual-interpretation of the Old Testament. There are two correct ways to understand many (but not all) of the stories, passages, and concepts from the OT. They do serve their immediate context, yes. But they also, all of them, are foretelling of something greater.
APPLICATION:
· The entire Old Testament’s purpose was to point to Christ. It wasn’t to institute Moral Laws on humans, it wasn’t to show sin and death. The entirety of Scripture is the message of Christ. Even when we can’t immediately see it. 
· The Messiah will come and save us. So let us praise and remember that God has designed a universe that for 6000 years, has looked forward to, and back to, the coming of Christ. That’s the critical message here. Isaiah 9:1-9.
