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INTRO: There is a world out there that seeks to build the perfect human living utopia. But one of the biggest and most pressing concerns with that type of view, is the problem of death.  
But we are here, today, because we understand something. Death doesn’t have to be cheated. Death has been defeated, and it will be destroyed, in the final sense.

EXEGESIS:
	vv. 1-2;
· Paul starts out with the immediate rhetorical question. The Roman church needs to get why this matters. He shuts down their absurd question, by means of Christ’s death and resurrection. 
· What’s critical to this passage is Paul’s response: How can we, who died to sin, still live in it? 
	v. 3; 
· Paul begins by making something extremely clear: Christ both died, and was raised from the dead, in what he calls “newness of life.” And if we, as saved believers in Christ, are claiming to be baptized into that, to partake in that, then by definition, we too, have a part to play in dying, and rising again. What does that mean? 
· Phil. 2:5-11; Christ does not consider equality with God a thing to be “grasped,” i.e. held onto, refused to let go. But instead, He willingly gives that up, to be humbled to the utmost possible humility. 
· But the reason we are here today is recounted in the next verse. Because of His sacrifice, because He is the greatest demonstration of atonement and grace in all reality and the universe, God gives Him the highest place.
	v. 4;
· When we’re baptized into Christ, and claim to be His people, we are identifying with this same Person who died and was raised to newness and glory. And as a result, he’s a model for us.
· So we too need to be that way. Don’t return to death! Don’t return to the sinful way that was crucified with Christ on the cross! 
	vv. 5-6;
· If we belong to the body of Christ, in repentance and faith, and submit to Him for salvation, we are united with Him, both in death, and in life. In death, because as He died, we also died to this world. We don’t belong here anymore than He does. 
	vv. 7-11;
· For those that are saved in Christ, that understand His death, and His resurrection, we’ve been set free from sin! We don’t look back as though we’re missing something, we get rid of the chains and lifeless idols we leave behind!
· John Owen: “Be killing sin, or will be killing you.” 

CLOSING: So let us remember Christ today, His suffering death and glorious resurrection. But let us also model that in our own lives. Let’s put to death the sin and evil that cost Christ so much, and instead, live as new, spiritually “raised” people, that live to God instead of the old deathly lives. 
