LINCOLN COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
SERMON OUTLINE 
June 16th, 2019
Matthew 3:4-10

RECAP: Last week, we looked at the purpose and message of John the Baptist. He’s here to lay a foundation for Christ, which is for us to be part of a Kingdom of humbled, repentant, hopeful people. 


EXEGESIS: v.4-6
· One of the first things we notice about John the Baptist is his similarity to Elijah. There are many distinct similarities that show that; 2nd Kings 1:8. 
· You also have Christ, who identifies John the Baptist as Elijah in some sense; Matt. 11:14, Matt. 10-13, Mark 9:11-13. In Luke 1:17, he comes in Elijah’s “spirit.”
· You also have John himself denying that he is Elijah, in John 1:21. 
· To understand all of this, we have to understand Elijah. Just like Elijah, John the Baptist is sent to preach a specific message. He’s here to return the hearts of the people to their God, to make them understand their sin and their need for repentance and faith.
· Baptism is a unique aspect of John’s ministry. The concept of baptism is of immersing someone that goes down dirty, and rises up clean. The old man, the sinful person that was you, goes down into the flowing water, which cleanses, and the new man comes up. 
· 1st John 1:9, “He is faithful and just to cleanse us from sin!” Salvation is described as a “cleansing” action! We need to be a people that realize how dirty and how unclean we are, without Christ. 
· So we thank God that the Gospel is shown through the act of baptism, even if that wasn’t John’s purpose here. But the simple message he preached of repentance and cleansing is a major part of the Gospel we believe now. 
· John does not stop just at confession and baptism, but also leaves this warning given to us for those who do not care enough to be sincere about repentance. 
· A viper is a poisonous desert snake, much like an asp as described in Romans 3, so the Pharisees aren’t just snakes, they are poisonous snakes who inject or spew venom! This is the exact opposite of what the Pharisees hold themselves up to be! 
· But then finally, we see the reason why John demands this of them. “Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.” 
· The Pharisees are not doing that. They are in no way showing any real sorrow for sin, or showing any interest in changing their ways. This is a difficult, because we know this is a real warning to us. 
· These Pharisees here were convinced that they were pretty good people. But here John tells them, history and blood won’t save you, because God cuts down non-fruit bearing trees.

CONCLUSION:

We need to be a people that bears fruit. Repentance, if not sincere and humbling, will result in a lack of fruit. And John has very real warnings for people that don’t take that seriously.
