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RECAP: Last week we looked at the nativity narrative, where several prophetic passages demonstrate Herod’s response to Christ. When we look at all these events, we’re reminded of the fact that God uses evil and horrible events, to bring about His will. 

THESIS: No one can come to Christ without repentance. Repentance has to be the first step, and the preliminary step, before the Gospel can come.

EXEGESIS:
· John’s whole mission and purpose is to be Christ’s forerunner, and to ready the hearts and minds of the people of Judea for Christ’s message of the Gospel, holiness, and grace. 
· The story of John is one of the most consistent ones across all the Gospels. Each Gospel have some level of Baptist in it. And John’s message is consistent across each one. He’s not the main player. 
· Luke 3:7-8; Mark 1:1-6; John is seriously concerned with the people’s sin and transgression, and making sure they understand the need to humble themselves, repent, and confess their sins. 
· But let’s look at John’s actual message now, as it’s stated in Matthew 3:2; “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
· We see that he only has one command, followed by one reason. We need to repent of our sins, because, the kingdom of heaven is near.
· But what is repentance? 1) It requires confession (James 5:16), 2) It requires fruit.
· We can see this in Luke 3:10-14, when John responds to the question, “What shall we do?”
· R.W. Glenn puts it this way; Repentance has to be a full,180* turn! It’s not enough to just stop at turning from the evil works; it will be fruitless if we don’t turn back to Christ also!
· Martin Luther, 95 Thesis #1: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent,” (Mt 4:17) he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.”

· The prophetic statement: Isaiah 40:3-5;
· It is John’s purpose to straighten out the roads, and prepare the roads for the One who will travel them, namely Christ. Our hearts and minds need to be “straightened,” if you will. 
· It is John’s purpose to lower the mountains. Because we understand, our hearts are also like mountains. We are often too full our ourselves, too proud, arrogant, or stubborn to be moved.
· It is John’s purpose to lift up the valleys. When we realize we’re failures in the eyes of God morally, and how far we fall short of it, we can stay there. True humility requires a hope of leaning on Christ, whereas humility, without Christ, just becomes despair.

CONCLUSION: Let’s be a people that live like John commands we live. We need to repent, because the Kingdom of God is “near,” at hand. We must live lives characterized by this, humble, truthful lives. 
