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RECAP: Last week, we looked at John the Baptist’s idea of repentance, and how critical it is not only for the new believers, but also as a continuing characteristic of God’s people. 

EXEGESIS: V. 2 - “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
· What is the Kingdom of heaven? It’s a concept that goes from Genesis to Revelation, of God restoring and rebuilding His Kingdom, in His people, on Earth, and through Christ, throughout history.
· John Frame: “The Kingdom is a dynamic concept, indeed, even dramatic. It is a world-historical movement, following the Fall of Adam, in which God works to defeat Satan and bring human beings back to acknowledge Christ as King and Lord.”
· It is also primarily described in the early NT period, as not a place, building, location, etc., but a people that are indwelt by God and the Holy Spirit. Luke 17:20-21, Matt. 18:20, 1st Cor. 3:16.
· We also see this because many of the parables Christ tells of the “Kingdom of Heaven,” Christ is referring to the people that are part of and inhabit the Kingdom. Matt. 13:24, Matt. 22:1.
· Summary: The Kingdom of Heaven is the reality in which God will eventually bring back His total rule and authority over all human beings, and all Creation, but starting specifically with the church. 

EXEGESIS: V. 3 - “For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” 
· So here, Isaiah makes clear what John was sent to do in Isaiah 40:1-5.
· We know the actions and purpose of John the Baptist, but in v. 3 the actual results of that work are shown in more detail. 
· It is John’s purpose and job to straighten out the roads, and prepare the roads for the One who will travel them, namely Christ. Our hearts and minds need to be “straightened,” if you will. 
· Straightening implies crooked. Our hearts are full of twisted attempts to dodge, excuse, or otherwise pardon ourselves out of our own sin, rebellion, and thus, repentance. 
· Lowing mountains implies arrogance. We are often too full our ourselves, too proud and too arrogant, too stubborn to be moved. We know what’s right and what is good, and in our eyes, we haven’t wronged anyone, even God.
· Filling valleys implies despair. True humility requires a hope of leaning on Christ, whereas humility without Christ just becomes despair. This also is anti-Gospel thinking. 
· Summary of John’s message: He wants us to repent; which is the straightening of our hearts, the lowering of the mountains, and the lifting of the valleys. I am at fault; I have failed God’s goodness, but He will help me. This is what it boils down to. 

CONCLUSION: To be a kingdom people, we need to be a humble, hopeful, righteous people. We need to seek after, and rely upon, the grace of God in seeking to be a people with straightness in our hearts and minds.
