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RECAP: Coming back to Matthew, the last thing we looked at was  Matt. 1:23, which Matthew quotes from Isaiah. The fascinating story and history of this prophetic utterance shows us the story not just of Christ, but of a type of Christ, Mahar-Shalal-Hash-Baz, and his message: God saves His people.


CONTEXT:
· Who were the magi? We don’t have a ton of reference material for who the “magi” were, but we do know that elsewhere, Scripture does not look upon them in any kind of good light. 
· The word “magos,”  is used twice in Acts to reference Simon the Magician, Acts 8:9, and another magician on Cyprus, Acts 13:6, neither of which are given positive outlooks.
· Also it’s no secret that Scripture condemns practicing “magic,” as people seek it out in this real world, in Deuteronomy 10:18, Isaiah 47:13 and Leviticus 19:26. 
· What we’re seeing are some astrologers/magicians, considered wise advisors of a royal court somewhere in the East. They saw this emblem, the star, and decided to pursue it. 
· What is the star?  The theories and discussions on this are varied and massive and have been going on for a long time. But there’s essentially two prevailing major theories:
· A) A natural phenomenon occurring around 2-3 B.C., being a combination of planets.
· B) A truly supernatural, God-placed sign, given for only the magi in a specific place. 
· We can say both had a massive part to play here, but to argue the purely natural phenomenon, and not a supernatural, leads to problems. 
· Length of time, direction, placement, and the biblical text make this hard. 

EXEGESIS: “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?”
· Why does Matthew tell us this story? Firstly; just like chapter 1, through genealogies, signs, and prophesy, so this is a chapter that shows signs that prove Christ’s authenticity. He is the King.
· Matthew is saying that you need to realize who this child is, because even pagan magicians, made aware by the grace of God, knew what was going on. The readers of Matthew’s Gospel need to take note. This King is important. This King means something,
· We need to take Jesus seriously. We need to realize, like these magi, that when Christ comes, He brings serious business to bear. He’s not here just to pass through, He’s not here to continue the story, He IS the story. 

CONCLUSION:
· Let’s go out from here eager to sacrifice, give, and serve for this King. If even the gentile pagans understood this, we, of all people, should be even more eager and willing to give Him our “gold,” if you will, our worship, and our submission. He was born for this. 
