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RECAP: We are looking at the temptations of Christ, specifically last week the first temptation. In regards to the “lust of the flesh,” we see Christ’s response, which was trusting His Father.

EXEGESIS: 
v. 5; “Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple,”
· Scholars argue about the specifics of this; some say this is just a vision that Christ was given, or Satan simply showed this in some kind of out-of-body experience. 2nd Cor. 12:13.
· What we do know is that the “holy city” here described can only be Jerusalem, and Jesus was in some way brought with Satan to a very high pinnacle. No larger audience would see this.
v. 6a; “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down,”
· Here we see Satan’s offer. Notice it’s phrased as a conditional statement. “IF” you are the Son of God. Satan knows exactly who this is. But he won’t state that Christ is the Son of God.
· No audience is mentioned here, so this is a temptation directed to Christ personally than to trying to get attention of other people. This is a direct attack on God’s power and strength.
v. 6b; “for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”
· This is Ps. 91:11-12, which if we read it in it’s context, is a Psalm of trust and confidence in the Lord. Satan seeks to use this against Christ here by slightly twisting a correct truth. 
v. 7; “Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”
· We can see that Christ is not fooled. He cites back a quotation from Deuteronomy again, this time from Deut. 6:16. But that links to a previous event, in Ex. 17:1-7.

APPLICATION:
· Christ is not worried about Satan’s opinion or status. Christ is not concerned with what others think of Him, whether or not He is who He says He is. He’s only here to proclaim the truth, and trust His Father. We need to live this way. 
· The root problem of pride is the idea that we are better than we are. We deserve better. And then, suddenly, by extension, it matters what other people think too. 
· One of the greatest truths we cling to is this: We don’t have to prove ourselves. We don’t have to be strong/great. We don’t need self-esteem. We need God’s esteem. God has esteemed us. 
· “My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 2nd Cor. 12:8-10. 

CONCLUSION:
· Friends, we aren’t good enough. We aren’t strong. We aren’t great, or powerful, or wise. And the sooner we realize that, the sooner we deal with the issue of pride.
· But in spite of that, He saved us anyway. If His love and sacrifice and daily care are not enough for our egos, and our self-worth and finding it in Christ, then we need to look to the Gospel. 
