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RECAP: Last week, we looked at John’s actions, specifically what he seeks to accomplish among his listeners. Repentance is a critical part of the godly life. No one can bear fruit without it.

INTRO: Some passage require we have a deeper understanding of God’s plan and doctrine, more so than any practical application in our lives. Matt. 3:11-12 is a passage that makes clear the plan of God. 

EXEGESIS: v.11
 “I baptize you with water for repentance,” 
· John’s baptism isn’t designed to be for saved believers in Christ, regenerated souls, or even the Gospel of sacrifice, grace, and forgiveness. It’s designed for repentance. 
“but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.”
· You have here a statement of “mightiness,”(ἰσχυρός) and also, “worthiness.” (ἱκανός)
“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
· This is directly constrasting John’s baptism, of water and repentance. These are two very different baptisms for very different purposes. See Acts 19:1-7. 
· We can see that this was something they also understood would accompany the coming of Christ and the final age as far back as Joel 2:28-29, which Peter quotes in Acts 2.
· But this is a baptism that involves “fire.” What does that mean? 
· When we think of “fire” in modern English, we think of “zeal,” or “passion.” Scripture typically understands “fire” very differently, in two main ways; 1) as condemnation, or 2) as purification. 1st Cor. 3:10-15.

EXEGESIS: v. 12
“His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
· Historically, a winnowing fork was a tool you used to pick up stalks of wheat, barley, or various other grain, and separate out the dust and hay and chaff, i.e. random bits of wheat by-product.
· Oftentimes we see language like this, that links Christ’s coming to the end times, and we know Christ does not come at this specific time to bring about this judgment. But it’s important also that we remember; this is the last age.
· The One that is coming, will bring about the final age, and at the end of that age, He will sit as the judge over all. He will be in charge of the harvest, and any aspect of the harvest that doesn’t yield fruit will be weeded out and fed to the fires of Hell.

CONCLUSION: 
· Our baptism is a sanctification process. It is the process of the Holy Spirit, using the purification described as “fire,” will bring us to purity and righteousness in Christ. 
· We need to know repentance is necessary. But without the Holy Spirit living in us, there would be no fire, and no purification of our souls. Only He can clean us. 
