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RECAP: Last week we finished this section in Matt. 3 regarding John the Baptist, at least as he is the principle character.  His life of repentance, righteousness and baptism is critical in chapter 3. 

THESIS: Christ’s baptism serves two purposes: Obedience, and inauguration. Christ is personally obedient to His Father, and ecclesiastically beginning a new age, starting with His church. 

EXEGESIS:
v. 14, “John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
· It is pretty easy for us to understand John’s concern! He just got done telling everyone, Pharisees specifically, how unworthy he is before Christ, and here comes Christ seemingly reversing that role! 
· There are many prevailing theories on why Christ was baptized. They range from modeling submission, identifying with sinners, to priestly rituals and “just-in-case” possibilities. 
v. 15 “But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.”
· The GNT here literally needs “to fill up/make complete all righteousness.” We know that Christ’s atonement and forgiveness only works, if Christ is sinless. So why baptism? 
· Because it’s an inherently righteous action. The act of baptism is an understanding of God’s holiness, and your submission to that.
· A great example of God being pleased with obedience is Abraham, in Genesis 22. and his sacrifice of Isaac. We see that God is pleased with those who act in faith and obedience.
v. 16-17, “And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
· Clearly here we see two things: Christ’s receiving of the Holy Spirit in some sense, and also, God the Father’s immediate favor and blessing. 
· The Holy Spirit, and the Father, both validate and commend the Son for this action. They both approve and wholeheartedly cooperate. 
· The Father’s statement to Christ is also an allusion to Ps. 2:7, and Is. 42:1.
· So additionally, this is a statement of Christ’s inauguration. The Kingdom is being built, beginning with Him. We can see this in Romans 8:29-30.

APPLICATION: 
· Friends, obedience to God, and submission to His will, is an extremely Christ-like quality. We need to have this in our lives. We need to ask ourselves how obedient we are.

CONCLUSION:
· Christ’s baptism is a statement of obedience. We need to seek to be as obedient as Christ.
· Christ’s baptism is a statement of beginning. He commences a new era of the church this way. 
