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RECAP: Last week we looked at the call of the disciples. We looked at the idea of discipleship, and how these first disciples, like us, were called to unconditional obedience, and evangelism.


INTRO:
· The Sermon on the Mount is one of the biggest single blocks of Scripture in the Gospels, and it is also perhaps one of the most widely written on and discussed passages in the NT.
· Those who take this and simply call it the moral or philosophical teachings of Jesus, are wrong. These are not just laws and moral thoughts. These are Gospel truths and rely upon Christ.


EXEGESIS: Matt. 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
· What does this mean? If we look at Luke’s account, he simply leaves the word “poor” as is. Luke 6:20; At first it seems to just simply imply a moralistic teaching: poor people are blessed. 
· There are a few Scripture passages that deal with this poor/rich mentality. Rev. 3:14-19.
· Others are James 5, Ps. 72:2-4; Ps. 113:5-8.
· Material poverty and lack of resources is not what Christ is talking about in Matthew. There are many a poor person,
· This beatitude is not a matter of material wealth, but of dependence. Christ is saying that the “poor in spirit,” are a people who realize, they have nothing spiritually, and cling to Christ. 
· So the spiritually poor are not those who have no money, or have no Scripture knowledge, but specifically the people that realize they don’t have a thing to recommend them before Christ.

“for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
· The direct Greek here literally reads in pronouns. “because of them is the Kingdom of heaven.”
· For those who realize how little we have before God, we can be encouraged. We can have hope. Christ here promises the Kingdom to the most unlikely people. 


CONCLUSION:
· Is. 61:1; Isaiah knows, there is good news for those who know they have nothing to offer Christ. There is hope and love for those that are spiritually bankrupt!
