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RECAP: Last week we concluded this passage of the temptations of Christ, and looked at all three of the scenarios in which He is tempted and remains victorious over sin. 

THESIS: Christ’s beginning ministry shows He is the Light of the world, sent to a people living in darkness, who desperately need Him, as prophesies from Isaiah show. 

EXEGESIS:
· v. 12; Christ is returns to his home country; Galilee. But he does only as soon as he hears of John’s demise and arrest. This is because now, He understood, it was His turn. 

· v. 13; Christ leaves his home, however, and goes to a) call his first disciples, and b) begin his mission, by fulfilling the prophetic statements of Isaiah. 
· Christ was always prophesied to come from the lowest, darkest possible place. 

· v. 14-15; Here is a citation from Is. 9:1-7, where here a few verses are cited, and if we remember not too far back, early Isaiah came into play before.
· Remember from Matt. 1:23; Is. 6 recounts Isaiah’s commission,  Is. 7 his message, and Is. 8 his rebuke of Israel. But Is. 9 recounts the hope still left to a darkened, idolatrous people. 
· Is. 8:18-22; Isaiah tells them even though my children and I are signs, you’re going to ignore them! And as a result, you’ll be thrust into darkness, hunger, and distress.
· But salvation is provided in Is. 9:1-7; though they were lost in the darkness, as they follow their own desires. But it’s to those people that Christ first arrives, and begins His work.

· v. 16-17;  We need to realize that Jesus was the light sent to a people that were lost in the dark because of sin, idolatry, and failure.
· What is the nature of darkness? It muddles, confuses, blinds and distracts. 
· What is the nature of light? It clarifies, focuses, and makes truth apparent to us. 
· 1st John 1:5-6 describes Christ also with this Light-darkness analogy.
· We need to remember that this world has no other light, no other truth, and no other repentance, than what is found in Christ. 

CONCLUSION:
· Matthew is here to show us that Christ is the Light of the OT, and the Light of Isaiah. Isaiah knew the entire nation would plunge into sin, slavery, and darkness. But Christ begins His ministry with arguably the most lost people. We are exactly that. 
· So in leading our personal lives, and in evangelism; we need to have Christ’s priorities. Let’s bring Light to the darkest places. We need to remember; there is just darkness without Christ.
