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RECAP:   Last week we looked at the third Beatitude, which dictates to us that people seeking reconciliation between themselves and God, understand the principles outlined in these first three; a “poorness” in spirit, a mourning over sin, and a humility before God. 

INTRO: Jonathan Edwards said that the reason we know we were made to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, is because we are never satisfied with this world. 

EXEGESIS:
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst,” Luke 6:21
· To hunger: It is interesting that these words were chosen, instead of normal words that are often used in the GNT, to simply mean “desire,” or “want.”
· Hunger/thirst here is an all-consuming passion to have that need met.
· A believer in Christ likewise also clings to righteousness, and seeks it at salvation, and throughout life, because he or she knows it’s life giving.

“for righteousness,”
· But the keyword of this passage is easily what we are here to hunger for; righteousness. This Greek word is extremely common throughout the GNT, as the word “δικαιοσύνην.” And it has a very legal meaning to it. It is used to mean “justified, righteous, vindicated,” etc. 
· This text has to be a Gospel text, because the only people hungering for righteousness are the people that realize their desperate need for it. Hungering from righteousness is hardly something natural sinful human beings do! Rom. 3:9-18.
· So this is a Gospel-text, preaching salvation, but these are also all texts that should apply, like the Gospel, to us throughout our lives! We need to be a people that hunger and thirst passionately to be righteous, good people.

“for they will be satisfied.”
· This verse doesn’t just leave us there, for it tells us, there is a future-tense, “will be,” eventual idea, in which we will be “filled.” We will be satisfied. 
· Now there’s a great deal we could say about justification here. 2nd Cor. 5:21.
· But eventually, we will be perfect. One of the greatest graces we have to look forward to is the fact that one day, we will actually be, good people. 
· There will be a day when we will finally be “filled” with righteousness. And on that day, everyone will be righteous. The world will be righteous and all will be right. 


CONCLUSION:
· 1) We thank God for making us, by His grace, a people “hungry” for righteousness. 
· 2) Let’s be constantly discontent with our state of righteousness. 
· 3) Let’s be joyous over the fact that one day, we will be satisfied. 
