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Matthew 5:21-22 

RECAP: Christ doesn’t command us to abide by even the least of the Laws of Moses, but rather, to 

abide by the righteousness of God that was demonstrated, and revealed in fullness, through Himself.  

 

EXEGESIS: 

 Firstly Jesus sasys, “it was said to those of old.” The Greek text literally reads, “It was said to 

the ἀρχαίοις (old/ancient/archaic.)” He is undoubtedly referring to the Mosiac Law here. 

 Then we see this “but I” that’s placed at the beginning of v. 22. Jesus means to dramatically 

shift the understanding of the Law here, even contrary to what the Law itself seems to imply. 

 The Greek word for “angry” here is “ὀργή” which has several meanings, and really covers the 

whole gambit of wrathful feelings. It can mean “wrath, vengeance, exasperation, hatred, etc.”  

 Then Christ says anyone who is angry with his brother is held to the same standard! John 

Broadus comments that in the Tobit, it was common to call all Jews, “brothers,” like how 

Christ establishes “neighbor” later in the parable of the Good Samaritan, as anyone in need. 

 This last condemnation from Christ is defined by calling someone “μωρός,” from the GNT. 

This is someone who is “dull/stupid/blockheaded,” and a personal insult. 

 The term “hellfire,”  is the “Valley of Gehenna,” which was a location south of Jerusalem that 

was essentially taboo due to past pagan sacrifice, trash burning, and general waste. 

 

APPLICATION: 

 This is one part of where Christ is going to tell us, throughout this sermon, your heart needs to 

change. If you have anger in your heart at all, it’s condemned. Our angry hearts need to change.  

 If you want to be a less angry person, be a less proud person, and a less selfish person. Anger in 

and of itself, is derived, almost always, from pride, self-righteousness, or selfishness. 

▪ The attitude of dependence upon Christ, and the Gospel, is key to any heart change.  

◦ Objection: We may have talked of this briefly before, but this passage raises the question, 

is this a blanket statement against all anger? No! God is angry with sin. (Eph. 4:26) 

 Christian people and Kingdom people should be models of compassion, patience, and kindness, 

even in the face of evil, anger, retaliation, and malice. Matt. 5:39. 

 

CONCLUSION:  

 The bottom line is, Christ tells us, righteous and holy people don’t abide in anger.  

 Answers to anger: 1) Repentance in prayer. 2) Dependence upon Christ constantly to sustain 

us and make us better people. 3) Submission to His grace and His sovereign rule over us, to 

make us Christ-like. 4) Staying focused on being Gospel-centered, humble servants. 


