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Luke 2:22-27

EXEGESIS: Luke 2:22-27
v. 22-24
· Here we see God, through Luke, actually detail the process of what happens to a firstborn son when they are born under the Mosiac Law. 
· The Law makes clear; the firstborn son was significant, and there was a “redemption” that had to be made per each firstborn son at the temple. 
· Ex. 13:11-15, Ex. 34:19-20, Num. 18:15-16. Matthew Henry makes the case that a few shekels was the price in Lev. 27:6.
· The “redemption of firstborn” was supposed to be a token symbol of gratitude and joy for a Jewish family that remembered the Lord’s work in Egypt. 
· Historical Context: The firstborn in ancient times was not just familial joy, but a statement of family protection, provision, and welfare from the Lord. He would carry on the family. 
· The law of “two pigeons/turtledoves” relates to Mary’s purification, not Jesus. 
v. 25
· Simeon was two things; “righteous,” and “devout.” This is a man who was familiar with the Word of God, and with the will of God. 
· Simeon understood this; Israel needed a global firstborn, to come redeem them, take care of them, and rescue them.
· For though the people were oppressed by foreign powers, Israel had a much deeper need: it needed a King, a Firstborn Son, and a Savior that would redeem and buy them back instead.
v. 26
· Simeon is looking for the “Christ.” This is a title that is not Hebrew, but a Greek word from an ancient Hebrew practice of “anointing” their kings, such as Saul, David, etc. 
· It was synonymous with the Holy Spirit. Just as the Holy Spirit was “poured out,” in the OT, so the oil was supposed to symbolize God pouring out His Spirit, blessing, and power on a person.

CONCLUSION:
· This needs to be a major part of Christmas for us. Not just the joy of the Savior coming, but also the deep-set realization of how desperate our condition was without Him.
