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RECAP: The firstborn son was redeemed for two reasons; 1) To show the provision of God for His people, and 2) To show the type of the ultimate Firstborn Redeemer to come. 
EXEGESIS: 
· “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,”
· Those who understand the joy of Christmas as found in Christ, have to realize, without Christ, there is no peace. 
· We can only have peace with God, and lasting comfort, for those who have faith and trust in Him for salvation from their real and terrible sins! Rom. 5:1. 
· “according to your word;”
· Christ beings peace to mind to Simeon and to us, but also, Christ does it because it is faithful and consistent with His Word. 
· “for my eyes have seen your salvation,”
· Here is the reason clause. Why does Christ bring peace to Simeon? Because He brings salvation. Christmas is one giant reminder of God sending us salvation.
· “that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,”
· This Greek word here is unusual, “to prepare.” It’s past tense, but it is the Greek verb, “to prepare, make ready, provide for.” 
· Also this word for “presence,” or “in the presence of,” is really more simply the preposition “before, in front of.” 
· So this entire Greek phrase would be roughly translated out to mean something more like this, “who prepared before all the peoples.” 
· “A light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
· Simeon makes clear what is mentioned a few times in the OT, but is made clear with Christ; His salvation was not just for the Jewish people. It was also for the Gentiles. Eph. 2:11-13.
· God’s mercy and infinite and extends to all humanity, in the preaching and proclamation of a Gospel for all who repent and trust in Christ’s sacrifice.

CONCLUSION:
· The purpose of this passage is clear; Christ changes everything, thus His coming is massive. He brings hope, joy, and comfort, where there was just darkness, fear, and despair. 
· This should give us great joy, hope, and peace, now and throughout the year. The peace of Christmas is a global, continual peace. When we commemorate Christ’s birth this year, let us remember the price He paid for our peace. 
