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RECAP:  Last time in Matthew, we looked at the nature of oaths and vows, and how God demands we be people of intrinsic truthfulness and honesty, without additional validation.

THESIS:  God requires us to show undeserved mercy and patience in the face of evil.

EXEGESIS:
v. 38; “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”
· The original quote is almost word-for-word found in Leviticus 24:17-22.
· The context of the original OT quote is about legal and national justice for wrongdoers.
· But the Sermon of Christ is concerned with your heart. It’s not concerned about national justice procedures and law systems. It’s concerned with personal motives. 
v. 39: “But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.”
· Christ takes nothing of out context here, nor does He change the Law.
· But what was meant to be a system by which courts ruled sentences for criminals, the Jews had taken to to mean they could exact vengeance and their own personal justice.
· This is not saying we are to be pacifist! Or not defend ourselves in situations of real danger! 
· This is describing the case of someone showing insult, anger, or wanting to offend you by inflicting pain. Defense is not retaliation, but preventative. 
· But the best word that suits what Christ condemns here is retaliation. If someone inflicts pain or wrong or insult onto you, retaliation is how you can exact justice from it. 
· The most incredible verb in this sentence is “do not resist.” It means literally “to stand against/in spite of.” To “not resist, oppose, withstand,” are all good translations here. 
· Romans 12:17-21; Paul understand this in great detail. 
· The subject of the verb is “the evil one.” We interpret this generically, anyone and everyone who is evil, or genuinely malicious. Found in John 17:15, to describe Satan himself.

CONCLUSION;
· Show undeserved grace and patience and goodness to sinners against you. 
· Because Christ of all Persons models this for you in your “slapping” of Him. 
