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RECAP: Last time we looked at the issue of divorce, which has split theologians for centuries. But any faithful interpretation of Scripture makes clear that divorce is to be avoided, and marriage upheld. 

THESIS: Say what you mean, and mean what you say.

EXEGESIS:
v. 33; “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.”
· What Christ quotes here is actually a summarized version of several OT passages; Num. 30:2, Deut. 23:21, Lev. 19:12, and Exodus 20:7.
· The intricate system of oaths designed by Jewish scholars was foolish;  Matt 23:16-22.
v. 34; “But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all,”
· This is a blanket condemnation statement! Christ’s teaching supersedes the Law here. 
· Objection: So what about oaths we find in godly men in Scripture? Abraham; In Gen. 24:1-5, Joseph in Gen. 47:31, David in 2nd Sam. 21:7, and Paul, in 1st Thess. 5:27, Rom. 9:1-2.
· 1) Even godly men in Scripture sin, and 2) Paul is a special case, inspired by God with truth. 
· Christ is informing us here that truth is something that needs to characterize our lives. And truth should not be something that requires further validation from the people of God. 
v. 34b-36; “Either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.”
· Apparently there were two types of oath-making;
· You could make an oath by some holy, sacred object, or
· You could make an oath by something inanimate that you had control over.
· The problems being; 
· To swear by something remotely holy, is the same as to swear with God Himself, or
· To swear by some inanimate object is useless and worthless, and cannot validate you. 
· OBJECTION; What then should Christians do in a courtroom if they are legally required to swear an oath, of their truthfulness? 
· A) If you do make an oath, you must follow it through, (see OT ref. Above)
· B) The U.S. Law still allows for “affirming” rather than “swearing.”
· C) Some argue that direct appeal of conscience can be fruitful. 

APPLICATION:
· Christ demands we be truthful people, period. We shouldn’t need additional witnesses, sources, or someone else to verify our truthfulness.
· Let’s strive to be people that do not swear to validate our truthfulness, but are intrinsically truthful, honorable, forthright people, who mean what they say. 
