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RECAP: Last week, we looked at the beginning of this paragraph on how we are supposed to act with mercy and undeserved kindness in the midst of being treated unjustly.

THESIS:  If someone takes from you unjustly, do not harbor resentment, but let it go, and have peace. 

EXEGESIS:
· Juxtaposition of Scripture; clear sections where godly men oppose, resist, and have “rights;”
· Paul; his rights as apostle; 1st Cor. 9:1-5, Paul’s Roman rights, Acts 16:37-38. Christ opposes evil men in the temple; Luke 19:45. Jude; “contend zealously,” v. 3. 
· But also, the clear indication in this passage, is non-resistance in the face of evil men. 
· v. 40, rough trans: And the one wishing/desiring by judgment to take your shirt, let him have your coat also. 
· In ancient times, you had an “inner” robe, and an “outer” mantle, alongside belt, sandals, etc. 
· Two ways to interpret this scenario;
· A) This is a justified, serious lawsuit, where you legitimately owe someone enough money to the point that even your clothes are used as collateral, or:
· B) An unjust lawsuit, where someone is clearly trumping up and manipulating this lawsuit in order to get your stuff, out of spite. 
· We can make two assumptions about this verse: 1) The case or plaintiff is unjust, and 2) You are too poor to pay the charges. 
· Exodus forbids the taking of someone’s “outer” mantle for debts to be payed; Exodus 22:25–27, see also; Leviticus 25:36–37, Deuteronomy 23:20–21.
· But Christ goes so far as to say; if it means giving them every last piece of clothing you have, to satisfy them, do it. Make peace with them. Genesis 14:23.
· OBJECTION: Are we supposed to be slapped endlessly, universally? Are we supposed to let everyone sue us unjustly and take our stuff? Yes and no. 
· Yes, because Christ does here make clear; protecting and defending yourself against evil, even gross and unjust evil, is not the end goal of your purpose. We don’t demand our own justice. 
· No, because Scripture makes clear elsewhere, we are hardly restrained from fighting just causes, defending ourselves from real danger, even opposing oppressors and evil men in certain cases. 

CONCLUSION:
· While this is a hard text, what is clear is that the Sermon on the Mount is concerned with your heart and your personal sanctification, no matter what is determined in outward action. 
· What motivates you? What drives you? Is it anger? Flaring up rage? Spite, or self-centered offense? Or is it honest sacrificial love and grace towards those who persecute you? This is what we’re called to. 
