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RECAP: For the past few weeks, we’ve been working our way through this sermon of Christ, who is applying the Law to a much more personal and deeper standard. 

Thesis: Marriage is a bond we should strive to maintain, except in extreme cases of sexual sin. 


EXEGESIS:
· The opening phrase, “it was also said,” attaches this passage to the previous one, on lust. 
· This is a citation of Deut. 24:1-4, which has three points;
· 1) Indecency had to be involved in the marriage to justify divorce.
· 2) Legal, written documentation had to be witnessed and signed. 
· 3) God prohibits re-marrying one’s original spouse, after a second marriage. 
· How we interpret the Mosiac Law is a major part of this. And for that reason, we need more information on the Mosiac Law and how it works. Matt. 19:1-12, Genesis 2:24.
· Christ is in fact arguing here that something supersedes the Law of Moses. 
· Sub-thesis: There is a sense in which the Law is not the end-all of morality. While still demonstrating the righteousness of God, it was never meant to be comprehensive.
· Examples; Deut. 21:10, Exodus 21:20-21, Matt. 24:49.
· Marriage was designed to be a lasting covenant that demonstrates the reality of Christ’s love for His church, and the church’s glad submission and love for Christ. 
· Any destruction of that is unChrist-like, and we have to deal with that.
· OBJECTION: So then of course the case is made; well what about the exception clause? What about “except in sexual immorality?”
· Mark 10:11-12, Luke 16:18 do not include the clause.
· Keyword; “sexual immorality.” This is the Greek word porneia, which could mean fornication, or any kind of sexual wrongness or deviancy.
· The only absolute principles we can take from this, is that marriage is to be protected, and maintained, at any cost. 
· But that being said, the matter of Christ’s statement here, “sexual immorality” makes clear that there is some level at which the covenant of marriage is clearly broken. 

CONCLUSION: 
· Marriage is a permanent bond we should strive to maintain, except in extreme cases of sexual sin. 
· But Christ does here make a clear exception in the case of consistent, ongoing, unrepentant sexual sin in one’s spouse.
