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Matthew 6:5-6

RECAP:  Last week we opened up this paragraph that discusses the nature of hypocrisy and giving. 

[bookmark: __DdeLink__119_1781327891]THESIS: We should minimize temptation to use our relationship with God for selfish benefit. 
- Sub-thesis: Genuine Prayer is a cornerstone of believing. If you aren’t praying, you’re starving.

EXEGESIS: 
Matt. 6:5, “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.”
· “when you pray.” Christ again makes this clear that we should already be praying. Praying is not optional for the believer in Christ. He implies here that you already pray on a regular basis. 
· But also, prayer throughout Scripture is regarded in different ways. There is wrong prayer that the Lord will not answer, or regard, when it is hypocritical or lacking humility. Is. 58:1-4; Is. 59:1-2.
· “For they love…street corners,”  Practiced, religious prayers were a staple of Jewish social life during this time. But here, they are using the system to demonstrate how great they are. 
· The Greek word “love,” (phil-eo) here means these people had an emotional, desirous attachment to this level of praise! 
· We must guard that our godliness is not tainted by this sin. When we look for praise for our works, or become motivated to pretend godliness, we have become the Pharisees. 

Matt. 6:6a, “But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret.”
· The Greek word here for “room” is (tamion) which literally just means “closet.” It implies any small, closed room, like a closet or basement.
· The goal here is instead, to seek the true purpose of prayer; seeking out personal, private relationship with the Lord. This should be something that cornerstones all our lives! 
· Even in reformed theology, we need to believe that God does act on behalf of real prayer. James 5:16.

Matt. 6:6b, “And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”
· This seems selfish and unbiblical at first, but realize, Scripture does speak that there are real blessings, earthly and heavenly, that accompany those that pray sincerely! Luke 6:38; 2nd Cor. 9:6.
· While this promise may affect earthly things, this is a spiritual reward that is promised. Luke 16:11-12.


[bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_1][bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_]CONCLUSION:
· Believers should minimize any chance or factor that allows for the heart to corrupt our prayers. 
· Believers should instead seek out private, relationship and intercessory prayers before God.
