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RECAP: Last week, we looked at this promise on the nature of prayer and requests for believers in Christ. Jesus inserts this incredible statement to remind us just how gracious and generous our Father is. 

THESIS: The ultimate end of the Law and the Prophets was servant-mindedness.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 7:12; “Therefore all things as you wish men may do to you, in this way and you do to them; for this is the law and the prophets.”
· The famous “golden rule” of Jesus is found only here, and also in Luke 6:31; “And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.”
· This principle was found elsewhere besides Scripture, but Christ raises the bar by applying a positive.
· This passage summarizes much of the Sermon on the Mount already, all the way from Matt. 5:17-18.
· There is a sense in which morality can be summarized, Matt. 22:34-40; Romans 13:8-10.
· “Therefore,” show an inclusion of all previous statements.
· “Wish/Will/Want,” implies personal consideration, not just basic, bare minimum standards. 
· “Men,” is present in this Greek text, specifying this summary to man-to-man relationships.
· Doctrine: This is such a high bar to set and achieve, not unlike the “therefore be perfect” passage in Matthew 5, because it is essentially the exact reverse of depravity.
· “For this is the Law and the Prophets.” This means where God designed laws for human interaction, this principle drove all dealings and purposes, and was meant to be beneficial! 

CONCLUSION:
· By the grace of God, we are in the process of changing from “self-focused,” to “others-focused.”
· This is a very general message, but this is such a general, and over-arching principle.
· Be the someone you wish you had in your life. 
· Do that for someone which you wish someone had done for you!
· In every situation, think carefully upon, “What would I prefer here?”

