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RECAP: Last week, we looked at the contrast of two ways; one path of ease that leads to destruction, and one path of hardship that leads to Life. 

THESIS: We need to 1) Evaluate the works of “prophets,” and 2) evaluate our own fruit. 

EXEGESIS:
· The Jewish people had dealth with the false prophet problem for centuries. They were aware of the issues of false prophets. Deut. 15:1-5; Deut 18:18; Ezek 13:1-7; Jer. 28:12-17; Jer. 23:9-14.
· “Dressed in sheep’s clothing.” The Greek syntax here is literally “covered up in sheep.” The idea here is definitely a disguise. This is someone who is seeking to deceive and fool people.
· “Ravenous wolves.” The Greek word for “ravenous” also means “greedy, selfish, hungry,” thus someone who takes for their own personal gain or fleshly desires, at the expense of someone else.
· Christ states here the test for determining true/false prophets is checking the fruit they produce. 
· “Recognize them by fruits.” The obvious “fruit” implication is visible, demonstrable works that are external in the life of a believer. Examples are found in Gal. 5:22 and Romans 7:4. 
· “Thrown into the fire.” John the Baptist made this statement in Matt. 3:10. He also realized; God will visit real damnation and punishment upon false authorities pretending in God’s Name. 

APPLICATION:
· Even if we argue that prophets might exist today, they are hardly commonplace. But Scripture shows the identification of teachers, leaders, and by extension, all of us, should rest in our fruits. 
· Our fruits show what matters to our hearts and beliefs. Luke 6:43-45; James 3:1-2.
· What kind of demonstrable, visible fruit exists in your life?

CONCLUSION:
1. We should carefully evaluate not just the teaching, but the actions, of “prophets,” teachers, leaders, and evangelists, and use that as a gauge to judge their authenticity. 
2. We should carefully evaluate ourselves with the same judgment, and make sure we are genuinely producing fruit from the Vine that grows godliness. 
