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Matthew 7:7-11

RECAP: Last week we concluded this section on judgment, where Christ tempers our propensity to judge either overly critically, or rather, throw away the Gospel instead in foolish decisions and judgments.

THESIS: God eagerly wills to grant the righteous desires of His children!

EXEGESIS: Matt. 7:7-11
· Reformed Theology: God chooses to work through His imperfect people for His perfect purposes. Romans 9:22-24; 2nd Cor. 12:9.
· Sister passage found in Luke 11:5-13. Luke focuses on purposes of the Father in the requests. 
· Bread/stone scenario; the ignoring, uncaring father. Involves urgent food request. 
· Fish/snake scenario; the cruel, deceptive father. Involves urgent food request as well. Lev. 11:12.
· Righteous requests seek to draw us closer to God, His Kingdom, not further. James 4:1-4;  1st John 3:21-22.
· Hermeneutics; It is unwise to determine our entire theology of prayer by one passage, and so we need to look at a larger block of Scripture before we determine the nature and purpose of prayer.
· The incredible grace of God! He saves us from our own sin, to generously pour out favor! 
· Seek/Knock. Consistent, determined verbs. Both imply a continual request, not a one-time prayer. 
· Example: James 1:5 specifically commands us to pray for wisdom! There’s never a point where wisdom is against the will of God, or true godly wisdom is not God’s will!
· MacArthur: Hopefully we view this not only as our requests being granted, but as an example for how we should also be in our generosity and giving. 

CONCLUSION:
· This passage should be seen in light of two facts: 
· Let us evaluate our requests and reasons why we want them; God does not grant desires to be spent on worldly things, fleshly desires, or things that move us away from Him.
· This passage is situation more so in a “needs,” not “selfish desires” category.
· God eagerly desires to hear our genuine concerns and requests! And promises to grant them in holiness and righteousness! 
