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RECAP: Last week, we looked at this statement of judgment and hypocrisy that Christ makes in the opening few verses of chapter 7.

THESIS: We are not obligated to fight those who are outright hostile and hateful of the Gospel and God. 

EXEGESIS: “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.”
· Dogs are not at all what we think of them as today in Scripture times. During 0 AD in the Middle East, dogs had a bad reputation. They were untamed, hostile scavengers of trash. Matt 15:26-27; Phil. 3:2. 
· Holy things would be in Jewish terms, sacrifices, altars, temples and the Torah. To throw those to trash-eating dogs would be unthinkable! 
· Pigs were generally considered unclean both for their diet and behavior. Lev. 11:7.
· Pearls were something that took a fair amount of effort and searching to obtain, and so to find a good one could be worth easily as much as gold in ancient days. Matt: 13:45-46.
·  “turn again and rend you.”  If you threw valuable pearls at swine, he’s going to try and eat them, thinking they are food! Then, when it realizes they are not, it could attack, be annoyed, or charge. 
· The holy things that believers have to give are the Gospel, the Word of God, and the example of Christ. When those are met with hostile, continual, hateful force, we risk wasting holiness on “dogs.” 
· We are not obligated to fight with and struggle against people obviously just seeking their own ends, blind to truth, or hostile to God. Titus 3:8-11; Matthew 10:11-15; Acts 18:6.
· It sounds very anti-Gospel and very anti-grace, but we have to realize, there is a point where we are called to judge, and move on from those who aren’t interested.
· Objection: This doesn’t mean don’t preach and proclaim alongside the apathetic, or the initially hateful! 


APPLICATION:
· We are both called to temper our judgments with grace and mercy, and at the time same, judge.
· Be careful when you go out and offer the Gospel. the Word of God, and sound doctrine.
· Christ commands us not to waste or cheapen grace by allowing obviously hateful sinners to abuse it. 
