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Matthew 8:14-17

RECAP: Last week, we looked at the contrast of two ways; one path of ease that leads to destruction, and one path of hardship that leads to Life. 

THESIS: Christ’s authority over sin and disease shows the full restoration of humanity.

EXEGESIS:
Matthew 8:14-15
· See also Mark 1:29-34, and Luke 4:38-41. Note the specific references to Christ’s interactions with the spiritual realms in both sister passages.
· We also note that Peter’s mother has a fever. The wording here in Greek is literally, “lying out with a fever.” The sickness is mild, but would still be potentially worse without modern medicine. 
· Christ touches and speaks to her to offer a personal, gentle act, out of compassion, unlike earlier. 
· Note also that Jesus does speak to her and the disease in “rebuke” in Luke 4. 
· Thus the text indicates that this woman had a total recovery. She got up and served them indicates no healing process, no feeling a little better with medicine. This is instantaneous.
Matthew 8:16
· His reputation and name have already covered great distance and show great power, and thus there’s already been a significant amount of public news about Him. 
· There is a real focus, in all three passages, on His specific authority over demons. The actual word in Matthew is “pneuma,” which means “spirit.” There is an ejection of spirits from people here.
· So not only can He heal any disease, any problem, with any level of urgency or pain, and from any distance or reach, but Matthew highlights He has power over even the spiritual realm as well.
Matthew 8:17
· This quote from Isaiah 53:4 is usually quoted to highlight Christ’s saving from sin. But what is interesting is Matthew’s use here in a healing/ailment context!
· Christ came not only to remove sin and wrath from sinners, but also every effect of sin. 
· Romans 8:20-23; We see justification is incredible, but not the end! We’re looking for redemption of body. Creation itself is looking for redemption from corruption!
·  Revelation 21:3-4; R. C. Spoul notes that the “wiping away of tears” is a deeply personal comfort from God! 

CONCLUSION:
· Christ’s power is over the worst and least of diseases. He has power over cancer, and power over the common cold. Pray to Him for all of these things! 
· Christ’s power demonstrated shows the fullest redemption of Creation. Not only will sin, but all it’s effects will be removed. He will personally bear our illnesses, in His sacrifice.
