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Matthew 8:18-22

RECAP:  Last week, we finished the last of three miracles that describe the authority of Christ. Christ heals and demonstrates His authority over all things through removing sin’s effects. 

THESIS: Christ requires loyalty and sacrifice from His disciples. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 8:18-22 (see also related passage Luke 9:57-62)
v. 18, “Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave orders to go over to the other side.”
· Christ has been ministering in this area for some time. The text states because of the “great crowd,” Jesus determined to leave, specifically by boat/sea, traveling to another part of Galilee. 
v. 19-20; “And a scribe came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”
· “Scribe.” Someone who was studied in the Law and the Prophets, and who was at least literate and well-read, if not prestigious. 
· “I will follow.” On the surface, a commendable statement! This man had a right response to Christ. 
· “Foxes/holes, birds/nests,” Christ says even animals will have more shelter than those that choose to walk with Him. Christ was a traveler, and a pilgrim, oftentimes camping out wherever they could.
v. 21-22, “Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.”
· “Disciple,” or Greek “mathatos,” meaning “follower, student,” etc. This is not someone who was seeking discipleship,but someone who was already a consistent follower of Jesus wherever He went.
· “Let me go and bury my father,” This man’s request to take time away from Christ to attend family matters that are considered highly important and respectful. 
·  “Follow me; let the dead burying their own dead.” The word here is “necros,” which doesn’t need explaining! 
· Christ is insinuating not the physically dead, but the spiritually dead. This is key! There are those around this man’s father, his family, who did not follow Christ, and who did not see the Life He gives.
· And before we think that Christ is cruel or uncaring, consider for a moment! God Himself is literally walking on this Earth, in front of you! This is the opportunity of a thousand lifetimes! 
· We’re looking at someone who was presented with a unique situation that we don’t have anymore. Life incarnate is literally on the Earth! John 6:68-69.

APPLICATION:
· Up to this point, He has done miracle after miracle. He has made it clear in no uncertain terms who He is, and who sent Him.
· Now He absolutely deals with people appropriately. What are you going to do about it? How will you respond? You know the truth. Now make a decision that matters.
