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RECAP: Last week, we looked at Matthew’s calling as a disciple. Matthew is called to the core of discipleship, which is sacrifice, obedience, and recognition of unrighteousness.

THESIS: The mission of Jesus, and His Church, is to reach unrighteous people. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 9:10-13 (see also Luke 5:27, and Mark 2:13)
· Setting: Matthew hosts a feast for Jesus, in which he invites all manner of the scum of society. 
· Meals and feasts are personal in ancient times, signifying close fellowship and companionship than we typically ascribe to eating together. They were also much less private than today. 1st Cor. 5:11.
· Objection: While there are real dangers of bad company, Jesus not only is immune, but also is there to minister and heal spiritually, not socialize and make friends. This is an important difference. 
· The Accusation: The Pharisees aren’t just confused by Christ’s willingness to socialize with these people, but additionally, are looking for ammunition in their arsenal to hurt Him. Matt 11:19.
· The Response: Christ responds with a three-fold argument against their hypocrisy: 
· Logic: Christ asserts that there is no reason logically for a healing doctor to be among healthy people, and therefore must do the most good He can by helping those in need. 
· Scripture: Christ then cites Scripture, showing them clearly that God has always desired heart change before action and pious work. Hosea 6:6, Isaiah 1:11-17, 1st Tim. 1:8-11.
· Himself: Christ finally declares His own authoritative nature, making it clear that human disapproval is not important to Him, only His original mission of mercy. 

CONCLUSION:
· This passage is supposed to be a call to evaluate the mission. The evaluate ourselves in light of the mission, as we line it up with Christ’s mission.
· The Gospel goes to all people, including the ones we don’t like associating with. We need to be prepared to offer the Gospel to those people in horrible places. 
· We need to guard from getting caught away from the mission of mercy with religiosity. We need to evaluate our hearts and make sure we desire what God desires, not works, but the grace and mercy that create them. 
