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Matthew 9:14-17

RECAP: Last week, we looked at part two of Christ’s dealings with Matthew and his friends. Matthew’s calling is a total opposite of expectation, and his association with Matthew’s friends is as well.

THESIS: While fasting may be needed at times in this age, we look forward to the Bridegroom forever removing it as necessary from the people of God. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 9:14-17 (see also Mark 2:18 and Luke 5:33)
· The only mandated fasting was the Day of Atonement in the Mosiac Law. Isaiah 58:3-4.
· However, the Pharisees have massively expanded upon that in Christ’s day. 
· The purpose of fasting is either mourning or urgency in a believer’s life. Acts 13:3-2, 14:23.
· We’re fairly certain at this point John the Baptist is in prison; Matthew 14, and Mark 6, John 3:30.
· “Bridal guests.” Literally “sons of the bridal hall/feast.” Groomsmen or close friends to the groom. 
· Therefore; Why would you pray urgently to the Lord for repentance, forgiveness, or direction, when He’s standing there in Person, in front of you?
· Doctrine: Christ’s advent on this Earth is a joyous thing for sinful people, and has always been depicted as a groom coming joyously for His bride, even in the OT. Is. 62:4-6, Hosea 2:16-20.
· “Taken away.” This verb literally means to “jerk away, remove by force, etc.” Christ is speaking of His arrest and crucifixion in this context. 

CONCLUSION:
· Fasting is something believers should practice in times of urgent need, distress, sorrow, and the need for repentance. 
· But there is joy in knowing that in presence of Christ, there is no need for it. 
