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Matthew 9:16-17

RECAP: Last week we began this section of response from Christ, where He confronts the disciples of John on their legalism and self-righteousness. 

THESIS: Christ did not come to “patch up” Judaism. Christ did not come to “patch up” the Mosiac Covenant, or the human heart of sinfulness. He must create something new.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 9:16-17 (see also Mark 2:21, and Luke 5:36)
· Old/New Cloth:
· Greek word in verse 16 is “rag,” or “ragged cloth,” thus this could be an old blanket, cloth, etc. 
· Cloth naturally shrinks, and therefore new patches cannot correct old clothing.
· Old/New Wineskins:
· Wine was the common drink of the era, and had to be fermented in goat skins for some months. 
· Skins would eventually wear out and break, and thus new skins were acquired for hardness. 
· In both of these situations, someone is trying to “patch” and “cheap fix” a problem.
· Something completely new had to be made of man and His relationship to God. Hebrews 8:6-13.
· Objection: Is Jesus completely refuting all of Judaism, or refuting it as God’s Word, as necessary to the believer’s life, or the Old Covenant as worthless? Of course not! 
· Jesus hardly destroys the Mosiac Law, calls it worthless, or not useful in it’s proper meaning and context. But it was always designed to lead to something better. 
· “both are preserved.” Jesus is stating that the only way to “preserve” two things, in this case, both the people, and their fasting, won’t be with “patches”. It’s going to require something drastic.


CONCLUSION:
· When we are changed drastically by the Gospel, then fasting once again is returned to it’s true purpose.
· Human beings can have life and joy with God once again because of drastic shift, not small change.
