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RECAP: Last week, we looked at the nature of Christ’s divinity. He was displayed to men as the ultimate authority and power, even up to the point of forgiving sins. 

THESIS: When Christ calls wretched and despicable sinners such as us, we give up everything and follow.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 9:9 (see related passages, Mark 2:13, and Luke 5:27)
· His alternative name as Levi could be a surname, or an attempt to hide his identity in a hated occupation. Either way, this is the same figure in all three accounts. 
· “Sitting at a tax-booth.” In these days, tax collectors were little better than local mafia thugs, condoned by the state to steal, extort, and betray their own friends and neighbors for money. 
· “Follow Me.” The actual Greek wording is more roughly, “travel with Me.” This is a call to continued learning and walking alongside Christ as a learner. 
· This was not sought out or looked for, but a command from a sovereign God to a wretched man. 
· This command would involve great difficulty and personal sacrifice from Matthew. 
· This command was easily the most gracious thing Matthew ever received. 
· “And he rose and followed Him.” Matthew’s immediate response models to us how to be disciples that put Christ first in our lives. 
· The people Christ calls are not good, righteous men. His disciples were the dregs of society.
· James identifies us all as these kinds of people, when all sinners are called “adulteresses,” in James 4:4. To sin is both insane and traitorous to the God who gives you life. 
· If you wish to be a disciple of Christ, you must realize you are not a good person.
· Christ demands total obedience from wretched sinners. He didn’t ask Matthew, and He didn’t even explain. Paul understands this in Phil. 2:8.
· When Christ commands, we follow without question, and throw away the past life.
· The act of Matthew’s calling shows us two things;
· This is an unbelievable act of mercy on Christ’s part. For Christ to ask a tax collector to come and follow Him is beyond mercy.
· It is also an act completely inverse of the expectation. These are not the people Christ should be choosing to be His disciples. 1st Cor. 1:26-29.
· Following Christ requires these things; 
· Give up everything and anything that is opposed to Christ. 
· Realize He is worth everything you have. 
· Seek holiness sincerely through His Word. 

CONCLUSION:
· We need to understand; We need to see ourselves as Matthew, utterly sinful and wretched without Christ. 
· We need to act; When Christ commands, you follow without question. Leaving all behind is a small price to pay in exchange for His discipleship.
