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Matthew 9:27-31

RECAP: Last week we looked at the second of the two intertwined miracles of Christ. The case of the bleeding woman and the dead daughter of Jairus show us Christ’s power over death itself. 

THESIS: Faith is the central, core attribute God expects of us, is pleased with in us, and saves us and sanctifies us with. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 9:27-31 (see also Matthew 20:30)
· In Mark 10:46 we see instances of Jesus healing the blind, but no same instance like we do elsewhere in Matthew 20:30. Nowhere else does this particular story exist in Scripture.
· History: Blind, lame, and deaf, among others, had little charity and institutional help, and thus if families did not help them, would end up largely on major roadways and gates as beggars. 
· “Son of David.” One of the titles of Jesus in the Gospels. There are generic references to anyone who is descended from David as his son (Matt 1:20), but the OT shows specific interest in one Son. 
· Ever since the first genuine king of Israel, David, for hundreds of years prophets and people have looked for the return to that royal line. Is. 11:1; Is. 9:7; Hos. 3:4-5; Ezek. 37:24-28.
· Thus these beggars aren’t just lineage scholars! They are actually calling Jesus the Messiah. 
· “Do you believe?” This incredible conditional healing shows us how critical faith is. Their healing before God is directly questioned as conditional upon the nature, level, and variance of their faith. 
· “According to your faith.” This statement shows us that Jesus specifically responded to them in proportion to their faith. Faith is very much the condition upon which God works in humanity. 
· Faith is so necessary because all love, action, worship, service, etc., stem out of what you believe. If we do not believe in God, His Word, and His Gospel, nothing else matters. Heb. 11:6, Rom. 4:3. 
· If we genuinely believe God is willing and able to sanctify us with His Word, prayer, and relationship, it will show up in our actions and choices. Phil. 1:6. 
· Objection: This is not legalism, or Arminian doctrine, to argue that regenerated people are still fully dependent upon the Holy Spirit and God, but are still conditionally worked upon, and loved by God, based on the faith their graciously given hearts and souls show.

CONCLUSION:
· Let’s be a people who trust in the Son of David not just for salvation, but believe Him in every area, and strive to trust Him more daily to please and worship Him. 
