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Matthew 9:18-26

RECAP: Last week, we looked at two parables that illustrate our need for drastic newness, instead of attempting to “patch” the old system of righteousness before God. 

THESIS:  Jesus’ authority and understanding of death shows us His Godhood and purpose.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 9:18-26 (see also Luke 8:40, and Mark 5:21.)
· Differences: Matthew doesn’t tell us this is Jairus, and the records seem to differ on the exact unfolding of events. But Matthew chooses brevity over exact chronology to make his inspired point. 
· Commonalities: All three accounts note that 1) They mocked Jesus for stating that 2) she “slept,” as opposed to died, and 3) He appealed to some level of secrecy in dealing with this event. 
· “Ruler.” Greek word “archon” means “ruler, master, first one,” etc. This was some kind of synagogue elder, though not a rabbi or priest. 
· “Kneel.” There are several words for bowing, kneeling, etc., in Greek, but this word is pretty low and demeaning! This is shamelessly begging, showing desperation before Christ. 
· Jesus answers desperate people! In all of these situations, Jesus is a merciful Man, and God. And It is not wrong or impossible to make desperate pleas for help from Christ! 
· Public, often professional “mourning” was extremely commonplace during this time, using paid mourners, actors, and musicians (in this case flute players.)
· “Sleeping.” This word is often used instead of death. 1st Cor. 11:30, Matt. 27:52, and Acts 7:60.
· Jesus understands death is not a permanent, or natural, state, that will be abolished. 1st Cor. 15:26.
· “Laughed.” Jesus was mocked for His correct understanding of death. This is to be expected in a fallen world, and something He was prepared for, and we should be as well. 
· “Rise.” The girl rose back to life, the ultimate statement of Godhood and divinity from Christ! He has total power over anything and everything if even death is in His control! 

CONCLUSION:
· Jesus rightly understands that death is temporary. It will be defeated entirely one day. 
· Jesus’ power over death is total victory. The consequence of sin is only a temporary inhibition, that was ordained and planned to be removed from believers in finality. 
