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RECAP: Chapter 9 in essence ends on a note of evangelism and the compassion of Christ. It is specifically highlighted that Christ, as a man and as God, showed genuine mercy for sinful people. 

THESIS: God calls sinful, unprofessional, inadequate people to go out and evangelize. 

EXEGESIS: (see also Luke 9:1, and Mark 3:13.)
· “He gave them authority.” This GNT word, “exousia,” means just that, “authority, power, ability.” We see it also used in Luke’s 9:1 telling. God called the twelve, and invested them with authority.
· “Over all unclean spirits,” The Greek wording here is literally “impure, tainted spirits.” We’re definitely talking about demons here.
· “Disease” typically refers to any illness or contagion that spreads, whereas “infirmity” is more broad, such as blindness, deafness, the lame or otherwise debilitated, etc.
· “Peter/Andrew/James/John.”  We know these four are fisherman and in fact worked together in a co-fishing business of sorts, as described in Matt. 4:18. 
· Peter routinely acted out of arrogance and fear, to the point of failure in Luke 5:8, Matt 16:23.
· “James and John,” are given a surname in Mark 3:17, “Sons of Thunder.” This is apparently a title given to them because of their disposition and demeanor.
· “Thomas.” Considered the doubting or “faithless” disciple, which is a core character flaw to choose in someone becoming an apostle of the NT church! John 20:24.
· “Matthew.” As we know, the tax collector was considered a national traitor and extortionist. 
· “Simon the Zealot.” A political radical, who sought to revolutionize Israel with violence. 
· “Judas the Betrayer.” As we know, he would be used by Satan to attempt to destroy Christ. 
· This list of men shows how God elects and sends out unqualified people to do His work. 

APPLICATION:
· In coming passages, bear in mind the inadequacy of these men, and what they’re sent to do. We will see how incredible and high their calling is, in spite of themselves.
· If we feel inadequate, unqualified, or too immoral for sharing the Gospel, or the work of the Lord, we are in good company. God chooses non-professional, immoral people.
