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Matthew 10:5-6

RECAP: Last week we looked at the disciples, their origins and names, and saw how God clearly used sinful, unqualified people to be central to His Kingdom. 

THESIS: God primarily focused upon the Israelites at this point in history, before changing dispensations to bring in the fullness of the Gentiles.

EXEGESIS: Matthew 10:5-6 (see also Luke 9:1, Mark 3:13) 
· God plans to build believers into the church, and it’s neither Jew nor Gentile in identity. Eph. 2:11-22.
· The temporary nature of this mission is clear from later texts. Luke 22:35-38.
· Greek: We see immediately two Greek words which define this section for us; 
· “apostello.” This is the word “to send out, herald.” As you can see, this word is also used to describe the Apostles much later. 
· “parangello,” This word is “to instruct,” and very much used to describe a military-like order. Christ is here issuing commands He fully expects to be obeyed.
· We need to understand that God’s primary mission, pre-Christ, and during Christ’s life, was to preach the Kingdom and the Messianic message to the Jewish people first. Matt. 15:23-25.
· There will be a fuller salvation of the Jewish people, in part now, but greater at a later point. Romans 9:3-8, Romans 11:25-32. This was always the predestined plan of God for the Jewish people. 
· We know their “partial hardening” at this time is in large part due to their rejection of Christ, as part of the plan to save the Gentiles during the Gentile era. Matthew 11:20.
· Paul reflects this in his own frustration with the Jews multiple times in Acts. Acts 13, 18, 28.
· But even in spite of this, note that this text describes the Jewish people as “lost sheep.”
· Such a rebellious, and historically “stiff-necked” people are shown to still be loved by God. 
· This naturally is the case with the Gentiles as well in our age! 

CONCLUSION:
· We can take comfort in the fact that it isn’t over. This temporary section of biblical redemption history we see now, and the section we’re in currently, isn’t the end. 
· We can also know joyfully that the lost sheep of Israel are hardly permanently destroyed. They are not forgotten, or cut-off entirely. 
· Both Jew and Gentile will be built into a building, with God as builder, Christ as cornerstone. 
