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Matthew 6:7-8

RECAP: Last week we looked at the sin of insincere prayers that can be offered for selfish gain.

THESIS: Beware making prayers that are insincere or unfocused, but rather pray with genuine interest, seriousness, and care.  

EXEGESIS:
v. 7; “And when you pray, do repeat meaningless words as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words.”
· The Greek word βαττολογέω (batto-logeo) is only used three times in any Greek literature. It means “babble, repetitive drivel, foolish talk.” It implies someone who stutters or mumbles unintelligibly. 
· The practice condemned here is “autopiloted” prayers, meaningless repetition, or just plain apathy.
· But there are cases where repeated prayers are used in Scripture; 1st Cor. 1:4, Phil. 1:3-4, Luke 6:12. 
· The issue is of motivation and mental focus. Length is nothing. Motivation is everything. 
· Historic Context: Gentiles had a habit of designing long, repeatable, mundane prayers, with the hope that their pagan gods would hear them because they were loud, annoying, and repetitive! 
· They believed God was busy, or perhaps just uninterested in you, and it was your job to pray long and hard, until he cared. But we know this isn’t true at all of our God. Luke 11:5-13; Luke 18:2-7.
· It is our task to pray sincerely, single-mindedly, and with focus and seriousness upon our prayers to our God. 
· But God forgives and uses sinful prayers as much as He uses sinners. No amount of extra words, praying harder, or longer, will change that. 

v. 8, “Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.”
·  We  that any God that is omnipotent, omniscient, and all-powerful, of course already knows all of our wants and needs.
· Objection: So why pray at all? Or by extension; why evangelize, serve, or worship at all? 
· Because we realize, just as we’re called to be active partakers in His church building, we’re also called to be active participants in His own will being supernaturally wrought. 
· Prayer forces us to realize our place before His throne, and His might in our lives, and in the world around us when He works according to our good and holy desires.
· And it reminds us who saved us, who loves us, and who we will spend eternity in relationship with. Something we are here to build and to cherish as much here as there. 

CONCLUSION:
1. God does not regard thoughtless, uninterested prayers. 
2. Take comfort in God’s knowing of your needs before you ask Him. 
