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Matthew 6:9

RECAP:  Last week, we wrapped up this section on what wrong, hypocritical prayer looks like.

THESIS: Our prayers should focus upon the love of God shown to us, and the holiness of God seen by others.

EXEGESIS: Matt. 6:9
“Therefore you pray in this way:”
· The Greek word “προσεύχομαι,” is a compounded from “to, towards” and “wishing, willing, desiring,” etc. The idea here is “to make one’s wishes/will known, make requests, petitions.”
· This phrase shows us that Christ gave this pray as a guide, “pray like this,” etc., not “pray only like this,” or “pray these words precisely.” This is meant to be a guiding pattern, not an absolute standard.
“Our Father,”
·  The Father/Child relationship. In the very opening address, the fact that He is your Father drives the rest of the prayer, and should force us to re-align our thoughts when we pray for the rest. 
· This is meant to be an encouraging statement! Our God wants us to go into prayer with the realization that we have a Father who genuinely cares for us! The doctrine of adoption, Galatians 4:3-6.
· God loves His children like any Father does, seeking to build them up, or chasten their wrongs when necessary! Thus a perfect Father does that out of nothing but infinite care for His children! Rev. 3:19.
· Take rest and comfort in the fact that God has adopted you to treat you as His Son or Daughter! And like any Father, an infinite God has your cares and interests at heart! 
“in heaven,”
· By identifying Him in Heaven, He not only is a loving Father, but a supernatural, all-powerful Father. A Father in Heaven will love you more and take care of needs better than anything of this Earth will. 
“…hallowed be Your Name.”
· The Diety/Worshiper relationship. The first thing that should be on our minds in prayer, and in all requests we make, is that God’s Holy Name be glorified. Do all of our other requests seek this end? 
· The majority of Christ’s prayers were dedicated to glorifying His Father; John 12:27-28, 17:1-2.
· All of our requests should be prayed with hope that the end result will be God being glorified in them. Any and all legitimate requests, prayers, and desires, if prayed in this way, are good prayers. 
· If all prayers seek to glorify God in the granting of their request, it removes the selfishness. James 4:3.
· Thus, we pray that God’s name be respected. It is that simple. He is holy, He is righteous, and He is glorified when people respect His name. 1st Peter 3:15.

CONCLUSION:
· Much of this prayer is about re-orienting our mindset around the importance of God. Psalm 30:4-5.
1. The Father/Child relationship should be forefront in our prayers. He loves and wants to grant the righteous, good requests of His children!
2. The God/Worshiper relationship should force us to consider the nature of our prayers. Do we live, and pray, that God be glorified?
