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RECAP: We concluded Matthew 5, in which Christ uses the Mosiac Law to drive home the fact that we fall woefully short of God’s holiness, and need Him to save us through Christ’s sacrifice. 

THESIS: Giving should be as quiet as possible, sacrificial, and done with the understanding that God does truly, undeservedly reward a cheerful giver.

EXEGESIS:
[bookmark: _FOOTER_SECTION_][bookmark: _HEADER_SECTION_]v. 1, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.”
· The opening verse governs the rest of the passage, through v. 18. Christ states there are three subjects of holy living that we have to avoid hypocrisy in: Giving, prayer, and fasting. 
· Matt 5:16 calls us to practice public holiness, but this verse qualifies our motive; “to be seen by them.” The problem here is the familiar sinful heart problem of wanting praise. 
v. 2, “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.”
· The Greek keyword here, and throughout this passage, is “ὑποκριτής,” (upo-kritas) and it is actually originally the word for an actor. It was used to describe someone in Greek theater or drama.
· Those that give so as to be seen as good people, earn no reward at all. Their giving is in vain, and they will receive nothing from the Lord.  “Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.” 
v. 3, “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,”
· Principle 1: Giving (and sacrifice in general) must be done privately, and quietly, as possible. 
· Sinful human beings are so prone to enjoying and seeking status, that Christ exhorts us to make giving, good deeds, and sacrifices are quiet and private as possible, to minimize sin. 
 v. 4: “And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”
· Principle 2: Giving implies reward. This seems selfish and unbiblical at first, but realize, Scripture does speak that there are real blessings, earthly and heavenly, that accompany those that give! 
· We see this also in Luke 6:38; and 2nd Cor. 9:6. God does have a sense of earthly, and heavenly, stewardship, i.e. blessing those who demonstrate real care with His resources. Luke 16:11-12.
· Principle 3: Giving must be sacrificial. Jesus shows us that in Mark 12:41.

CONCLUSION:
· Giving is a cornerstone of Christian life and thought. It should be something that isn’t forced, but comes from genuine humility and stewardship of the Kingdom of God. 
· Giving should be 1) As quiet as possible, 2) sacrificial, and 3) will be rewarded by God. 
