LINCOLN COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
SERMON OUTLINE 
June 21st, 2020
Matthew 7:3-5

RECAP: Last week we looked at the principle of reflective judgment, and how God judges us according to the same standards we ourselves use. 

THESIS: Judge with a serious look at yourself, and how much patience God shows you.

EXEGESIS: Matt. 7:3-4
“3 How can someone see the speck in the eye of your brother, but do not notice the stick in your own eye? 4 or how will you say to your brother, “let me take away the speck from your eye,” and not see the log in your own eye?”
· Note that judgment is a problem addressed in the previous passage. But here there’s a very specific type of judgment that is condemned; hypocritical judgment. Luke in 6:39-42.
· The one who judges, while still sinning the same, is a blind judge. He can’t even see his own faults and failures, and is therefore not going to be able to help the one he is judging.
· Romans 2:1-5;  Note the logical implications here! This doesn’t say you aren’t right! It doesn’t even say to not judge the sin! It just says, realize the serious judgment you have incurred upon yourself! 
· The size of the “log” and “speck” show hypocrisy is a greater sin even than that which is being judged! 
· Even though we’re all hypocrites, Jesus’ call here is not to refrain from any judgment, but realize, “Mercy triumphs over judgment.” James 2:8-13.
· The Gospel must play an integral part in our judging. And that means a deep and serious understanding of our own sinfulness, and a deep humility before the throne of God.
· So when we judge, we are called to do so:
· Firstly with a deep and honest look at ourselves.
· Secondly, judge as someone filled with grace and mercy, not harsh and critical judgments. 
“5 Hypocrite, first take out the log from your own eye, and then see clearly to take the speck from the eye of your brother.”
· Note the condemning vocative noun here at the very front of the sentence!
· Christ does not at all tell us to refrain from the judgment here!  He says after you’ve removed the log from your eye, you are free to offer help to your brother!
· But without a shadow of a doubt, hypocrisy will be absolutely not tolerated. If we stand guilty of the same exact sins, or turn a blind eye towards them, Christ calls us here hypocritical fools.

CONCLUSION:
· If we judge with genuine concern and care for our family in Christ, instead of pride and selfish wish to deal out our own wisdom, our judgments will be much clearer. We need to bear this in mind.
· Without this kind of judgment, Christ absolutely will hold us accountable for being hypocritical and blind in our actions. 
