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Matt. 5:41-42

RECAP: Last week, we looked at this section, that is really about what we are to do in various circumstances when people use, abuse, and mistreat us in any regard. We show grace even in evil circumstances.

THESIS: We need to die to our own selves, to show grace in our time, money, and welfare, to undeserving people. 

EXEGESIS:
v. 41: “and whoever compels you for one mile, go with him two.”
· Greek verb, “to compel, force.” It means “public service,” or “made a courier, messenger, by authorities.” It bears the idea of serving, carrying messages or supplies, as required by an authority. Matthew 27:32, Mark 15:21.
· This was common, even before the Romans. Some of the earliest records we have were of the Persian Empire, where various nations they conquered would be forced to carry goods and supplies.
· Christ says, actually be willing to offer your oppressors even more kindness and rest and relief! 
· This is because God Himself shows even general kindness, love, and goodwill, even for sinful humanity, even for the reprobate! 
· Francis Turretin says there are two kinds of God’s love; benevolent love and beneficent love.
· As human beings that are little examples and reflections of our Father, both of these need to be present.

v. 42; “the one asking of you, give, and the one wishing to borrow from you, do not turn away.”
· A better understanding of this is found in Luke’s parallel passage. Luke 6:32-36.
· We need to first put aside our selfish purposes, and die to ourselves. We need to stop using “but I’m being ripped off/used” as an excuse for selfishness. 
· Two examples of biblical giving to those in need; Romans 13:8, 2nd Cor. 9:6-7.

CONCLUSION:
· We do have rights, and by human laws we technically have the right to enforce them. But Christ wants us to think differently. 
· He’s not interested in our strict adherence to the letter of law. He’s interested in the spirit and heart of the person seeking to be His disciple. 
· We need to rely on Christ to do all of this in us, because we don’t have the power to live this way ourselves. Let’s pray that God make us selfless, gracious people, even under pressure.
