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Matthew 12:1-4

RECAP: Last week we concluded chapter 11 of Matthew. Jesus calls upon all those listening to rest in Him, and put aside their constant struggle for their own merit. 

THESIS: All commands of Scripture carry context that drives their interpretation and purpose. Without this, they are blanket statements that can be misinterpreted multiple ways. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 12:1-4 (see also Luke 6:1-5, Mark 2:23-28)
· There were laws about allowing travelers and the poor to harvest the edges of fields for their own hunger, in Lev. 19:9-10, but here the Pharisees are interested in Sabbath breaking, not gleaning. 
· The insanity of these hyper-legalistic people gives weight to how long they have been immersed in earning their own righteousness before God. 
· The “Show Bread” is first presented as part of the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle in Exodus 25:23, and commands about when and how it can be removed and eaten in Ex. 29:32-34.
· David’s story begins in 1st Samuel 20, wherein he flees Saul’s presence. In 1st Samuel 21:1-6, we see his interaction with the priest and asking for the Show Bread of Presence.
· Regardless of David’s lies there, and their later consequences notwithstanding, Jesus makes clear David was permitted to take the bread.
· Baucham: “If you don’t understand the purpose of something, you will inevitably abuse it.”
· There are many examples of Scriptural commands that clearly have contexts and purposes to them that we take for granted on a daily basis, and are meant to remain within those purposes. 
· “Have you not read?” These people are experts in the Law and they still have no understanding. This is humbling. Their knowledge doesn’t matter, they still don’t understand. 

CONCLUSION:
· The commands of God are meant to be interpreted within purpose and context. 
· The Sabbath’s purpose was to point to Christ, not to be it’s own end. 
