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Matthew 12:5-8

RECAP: Last week, we looked at the purpose of the Law. In this confrontation of the Pharisees, Jesus their twisting and misuse of the Sabbath and the Law.

THESIS: A correct understanding of the Sabbath shows Christ alone as the believers’ rest. 

EXEGESIS: Matthew 12:5-8 (see also Luke 6:1, Mark 2:23)
·  There were always things that had to happen on the Sabbath Day in the temple, per the Mosiac Law’s written instructions. Lev. 24:5-9; Num. 28:9-10.
· “Or have you not read?” Clearly they have read it! This also again is not literal, Jesus knows they know this! There is a real sense of His burning their arrogance and calling them out directly.
· v. 6, “I tell you, something greater than the temple is here.” Here Jesus makes clear His next argument, His statement of authority. This also of course as you see is the argument in verse 8.
· This is not unlike the Messianic statements Jesus makes later in Matthew 12:38-41, where Jesus says He is greater than Jonah, than the “Queen of the South,” than the signs given to those people of the OT, etc.
· v. 7, “And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless.” This is also found in Matthew 9:13.
· This as we know is also a quote from Hosea 6:6; This passage is one of the many of the later OT prophets where God makes it clear He will no longer tolerate their continuous uncaring of Him. 
· Jesus states they condemn the guiltless. There’s a sense of irony in v. 5 that they consider the priests guiltless, but here the opposite, that they condemn the guiltless.
· v. 8, “For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” Jesus is the revelation of the ultimate Sabbath. The final argument really rests in this; the disciples don’t need the Sabbath day, they need Christ. 

CONCLUSION:
· Christ is authoritative over the temple, the Law, and the Sabbath. 
· We need to realize Christ is Lord of the Sabbath. 
